Advanced Placement U.S. History

The Struggle Over State’s Rights


	Date
	Occasion
	Source of Complaint
	The Right of States
	How Trouble Ended

	1798-1799
	Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions
	Alien and Sedition Acts
	When central government exceeds its constitutional power, it is the right and duty of states to interpose their authority
	Other states refused when asked by Kentucky to join in demanding repeal of Alien and Sedition Laws

	1804
	Pickering proposed a Northern confederacy
	Louisiana Purchase
	Right to withdraw from Union
	Disapproval of Hamilton and other true nationalists stopped it

	1814
	Hartford Convention
	Embargo, etc. laws and War of 1812
	When the Constitution is violated, it is the duty of states to interpose their authority
	Ending of the war made it pointless

	1818-1820
	Application of Missouri for statehood
	Members of Congress proposed that Missouri become a but that slavery in it be forbidden
	The state, not Congress, has the right to decide what sort of property citizens of a state may own
	Missouri Compromise

	1832
	Nullification by South Carolina
	Tariff of 1832
	State Legislature declared tariffs null and void and declared if they were enforced S.C. would secede
	Compromise Tariff of 1832

	1846-1850
	Calhoun-Davis theory stated
	Wilmot Proviso
	Slaves are property and under state authority Congress cannot interfere with slavery in territory
	Compromise of 1850

	1850
	Application of California for statehood
	Calif. As a free state would destroy the balance of free-slave states in the Senate
	Congress had no power to exclude slavery from territories
	Compromise of 1850

	1854
	Application of Nebraska to be organized as a territory
	Direct repeal of Missouri Compromise not in first Nebraska bill
	People, not Congress, have right to decide about slavery
	Kansas-Nebraska Act provided for two states

	1857
	Dred Scott case
	Slave sued owner for freedom when they moved to a free state
	Authority of state over slaves as property
	Taney’s decision that Congress cannot deprive a citizen of his property

	1860
	Election of Lincoln
	Republican party was against the extension of slavery
	Secession
	Secession and war



