Political Socialization
The Formulation of "Voting Norms" 
Based On Political Surroundings
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Fun fact! Based on your age, race, sex, income, religious beliefs, and/or education, most people can guess your political affiliation. Do your parents talk about politics at home? Do you read the newspaper? Are you a new resident of Longmont? Are you black? Asian? a recent immigrant? All of these factor into your political socialization.

"Political socialization", the process by which you become "AWARE" of the politics around you, is one of the most powerful forces in politics. Below, you will find a ton of information, based on real science and research, that helps explain the political socialization process. Have fun! You might learn something cool (...or scary!)



Part I: The "Voting Profile"
Utilizing the people found in Norman Rockwell's "Right to Know" (1968) paining seen below, and employing the provided demographic data, see if you can identify the political leaning of each "type" of people.  
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The word, "demographic" comes from the two Greek roots, "demos-" meaning "people" and "-graphia" meaning "description of". So the word "demographic" literally means a "description of people". In other words, when we use the phrase, "demographic data", we mean "information that includes a description of people".
Below you'll see the "people" from Rockwell's paining and a variety of demographic data. Utilizing this data, you'll have to identify the political leaning...Democrat or Republican of each person...and why. For example, one of Rockwell's people is a "young black male". Is he most likely a Democrat? A Republican? Why? And furthermore, if you chose a "Republican", for example, how "Republican would he be" on a scale of 1 - 10? This is the kind of evaluation you'll have to make with the data below. 
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Male. White. Rural. Farmer. High School Education. Married. 
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Male. White. Urban. Jewish. High School Education. Musician. Single. 
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Female. Hispanic. Suburban. Mother. Some college education. Married. 
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Female. White. Suburban. Stay-At-Home-Mother. Some college education. Christian. Married. 
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Male. Middle-Eastern Descent. Urban. Recent immigrant from Iran. Student. Studying International Relations at College. Single. 
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Female. Mixed ethnicity. Urban. High School Education. Retail job. Single.
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Female. White. Rural farmer's wife. Some high school education. Married. 
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Male. Black. Urban. Student. Studying to be a Lawyer. Single. 
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Male. White. Suburban. Retired factory worker. Widowed. 
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Male. White. Urban. Father. Business man at a high-earning corporation. Married. 


You'll find the (10) types of people above. Below, you'll find various data sets from 2014 Exit Polls. An "exit poll" is a survey questionnaire of people leaving a voting place, asking how they voted. Once they determine who, or which party, you voted for, they ask you your race, age, sex, marital status, etc. Using the data below you'll have to determine 
1. the political leanings (Democrat or Republican), 
2. on a scale of 1-10, and 
3. why you chose these classifications. 
Good luck! NOTE: Click on any of the images below to see them bigger!
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Part II: The Voting "Influence"
Now we know about "who votes for whom", but why? That's the big question, and we'll answer that now. 
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Examine the graph above. Hopefully, you can see that events occurring between the ages of 15 and 25 have three times the impact (a 1.0 on the "relative importance scale") on your development than events that happen to you later in life! That's what political socialization is all about: examining how factors around you help shape your political outlook!
We'll talk more about this later, but in this country, there are really only two (2) political parties: the Republicans and the Democrats. And in life, there are various "issues" about which people care! Below, you'll see a "generalized chart" of issues and how the Parties view these issues. Remember that these so-called "platforms" (how each party views the issues) are generalized - they're not set in stone and many people might debate them. However, they're a good place to start. 

In Part 1 of this activity, you identified the party leaning of various demographic groups. You looked at data and told me, for example, that a black man would identify as a Democrat. But for the last part, I want you to tell me why. Examine the chart below and tell me why certain groups vote the way they do. It's one thing to know that white people vote Republican; it's another thing to know why! Using the data below, you'll have to provide evidence for why people vote the way they do!
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